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President Comments 
 

Hello family, I hope you all are happy, healthy and blessed. 

 

We had an amazing group of family members, presenters and volunteers attending the 

annual July 2025 TFAA reunion/conference held at the Tremont Resort in Townsend, 

TN.  Donna Gregory, Chandra, and families cooked a country meal Friday including 

beans, fried potatoes, and fried cornbread.  Tipton sisters B.J. and Donna baked and 

provided sweet baked goodies and a thank you for John and Jan Tipton for all their help. 

 

Tom Vinson registered current and new members at the 2025 event. 

 

Speaker presentations included: 

 

1. Larry Sparks, Cades Cove residents and how they are kin. 

 

2. Missy Tipton Green, “William Fighting Billy Tipton”. 

 

3. Reba Meiller, “The Promise of a Railroad”. 

 

4. Bob Tipton “Tipton Family y-DNA update”. 

 

5. Judge David Tipton: “Battle of Boyd’s Creek (Major Jonathan)” 

 

6. Reba’s play “Reba’s Riotous Tipton Home – a Hoot and a Holler” with a cast 

of most Tipton members at the 2025 meeting. 

 

7. On Sunday morning the TFAA attendees toured Cades Cove Preservation 

Museum in Maryville 

 

We would like to extend a “Special Thank You” to the speakers. 



These are only a few stories, presentation highlights, and thank yous. I truly believe in 

"TIPTON TEAMWORK" so without everyone like YOU pitching in we would not have 

had a successful reunion/conference.  Again, thank you ALL for everything you do! 

 

Let's make 2026 even better! 

Kathy Hoffmann, TFAA President 

 

 

TFAA 2025-2026 Board and Chairs 

President - Kathy Hoffmann 

Vice President - Gary Scott Tipton 

Treasurer - Tom Vinson 

Secretary - Allen Higgins 

Communications Director - Charles Tipton (aka Junior)  

TFAA Tipton Research Director - Charlotte West Dade 

Tipton Family DNA project Administrators - Bob Tipton and Bonnie Grant 

Editor - David Etter 
 

 

Tipton Family yDNA Project 

An update on the Tipton Family yDNA project will be presented at the TFAA 

Reunion/Conference in Savannah, Georgia in October 2026. 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
TFAA 

The 2026 dates for the annual TFAA reunion/conference in Savannah, Georgia will be 

October 8 ,9 and 10.  Please mark your calendars and save these dates.  Information 

about the specific location and agenda are forthcoming. 
 

Tipton-Haynes State Historic Site 

2620 S. Roan St., Johnson City, TN  

Please contact the historic site for more information – tiptonhaynes@outlook.com or 

423-926-3631. 

1. Visions of Christmas 

December 5 @ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Come and enjoy two nights at the Tipton-Haynes home decorated with live 

greenery. On December 5 and 6 from 1pm to 5pm a guided tour through the 

home will allow you to learn how the Tipton and Haynes families 

celebrated Christmas during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Treats  



will be cooked on the open hearth of our cabin. Reservations for tours are 

appreciated. Regular admission is required. Members of Tipton-Haynes are 

also FREE! 

 

2. Tipton-Haynes Historical Association, Inc. Annual Board Meeting 

December 9 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

This meeting is open to the general public.  

NEWS 

Our President Kathy Hoffmann was unable to attend the 2025 Meeting due to medical 

and travel restrictions as a result of an earlier heart cath.  The doctors found blockages 

and inserted stents.  The board stepped up and did a tremendous job to hold a successful 

meeting! 

 

TFAA Membership Summary: 

1. TFAA had 22+ new members register at the 2025 meeting. 

2. We have 80 active members who have paid dues in last 2 years. 

3. We have 484 members in our TFAA Facebook Group. 

4. We have 497 members in our Tipton Family Research Facebook Group. 

5. We have 785 members on our email list. 

The above is just for your information. 

More News 
If anyone is in Loudon County Tennessee be sure to visit the Tipton Cemetery inside 

Rarity Bay Subdivision right off of Highway US-72.  Once you reach the entry gate tell 

the security staff you are Tipton Family and want to visit the cemetery. TFAA member 

Bob Cannon and family have done a phenomenal job restoring the cemetery.  John 

Butler Tipton and spouse Louisiana Wear Tipton are buried there with several other 

Tiptons. 

  
John Butler Tipton          Tipton Cemetery Marker 



 

To learn more about the Tipton Cemetery visit Bob’s Dedication Webpage at: 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/menscollectibles/albums/72157710908176287/ 

 
 

Shenandoah County Historical Society 
 

Congratulations to the 2025 John H. Adamson Excellence in Historic Preservation 

Award winners - C. Thomas Rhyne, Tracy McMahon and Kathleen Kidd Rivers. 

C. Thomas Rhyne. Mr. Rhyne is the author of "The Poor Jamaica Man’s Plague: Mary 

Butler and John Tipton – Colonials in Transition 1747-1783."  

Despite its subtitle, this book is a portable encyclopedia of American colonial life, espe-

cially in Virginia, 1693-1783. This prodigious work documents all aspects of colonial 

life, with significant insight and integration. 

The book traces the story of a family that lived during the colonial era and provides 

well-researched details of life in the Shenandoah Valley area before and during the 

American Revolution. The book project involved thorough historical research in Shen-

andoah County and includes an extensive bibliography of historical sources. Mr. Rhyne 

gave a number of public presentations about the book, including a program at the New 

Market Area Library. It is now available for purchase at the Shenandoah County His-

toric Courthouse and at ShenandoahHistory.org. 

 

Tracy McMahon, Shenandoah County Library Truban Archives. Ms. McMahon re-

ceived the award for the implementation of a virtual access system that enables the pub-

lic to view over 32,000 Hugh Morrison Jr. Photographic Collection images, spanning the 

years from 1900-1980. Virtual access to the Morrison Collection is the result of a part-

nership between the Shenandoah County Library and the SCHS. The SCHS acquired the 

entire collection of the Morrison Studio negatives in 1999. A 2019 agreement between 

the SCHS and the Shenandoah County Library allowed the digitized images to be made 

available on archives.countylib.org. Since then, archives staff and volunteers have digi-

tally processed images acquired from a variety of sources into a uniform collection data-

base. It it now possible to search online for individual images. Assistance from the pub-

lic is part of an ongoing effort to further identify the subjects in the photos. Along with 

the thousands of additional volunteer hours that include SCHS members, Ms. McMahon 

has personally spent over 2,000 hours on the project. The virtual archives collection has 

inspired interest in the Morrison collection, logging as many as 2,000 visits by over 900 

individuals in 2024. The project’s target completion date is 2026. 

Kathleen Kidd Rivers. Ms. Rivers was honored for her work with a Daughters of the 

American Revolution Family Bible Records Project. The project allows the SCHS to 

provide family genealogical resources, as well as transcriptions of Revolutionary War 

patriot service records. With over 90 hours of time with the DAR project, Ms. Rivers 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/menscollectibles/albums/72157710908176287/
https://www.facebook.com/SCHSVA?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV-aA4BHtYE2oxJ8dYUsYdUdx9Xs9WND51w8P08S6wYj412UsWxEM59jG1XhW2JDrgU5v-dGCzHzF6FgED8TPGURZxnW4UNyqro8aOy3bFsxSUsq8cXTtiyt_eR3H9IEWgOmDA81qqSff1OTHSOsAmWv3mOczYGw4vFkoQ8GW6SIQ&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FShenandoahHistory.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVFZpYmd3YnNDM0ZQUTl4anNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6biX8mQM6_mYUkS04bleINyhBkUMRSUnrzup1TY7NEyYiwz9jIiAdxfa7WFA_aem_-vRCevBN9CSIYKD48_3EbQ&h=AT3WWpf-iu-TgfAm4e901tyMjt2QKq2FXR9kKrjQOz0Jf8QUFv8s6wjk22Qwgb4juh3_ByjS7K0oo0fOCwWXc9zDEOt9g3olHTmqu69ICTgnIqHaGp6aIT9SGsVMtAbUnyEMcg_6DOU3Ow8vBT42Vu18-7XXVw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3e4e6f4IeJhmV5QiJJIDfwZh0L4Gz2_vEg6TJJKS3qLIkQoJlW3MlkQ9r2EiSbpFvB06j8dbXLjKCTsXFkrTRiytk9m5he1dkcJr5ZY8pgCNfVgXk_GV7RR5uKYKU0xBBOXXS7mjyvvTFYqczrc2DzqpFmYFftpUgCELoIPFNf6oVRMfRQ_Yb0Dfxg5sI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Farchives.countylib.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVFZpYmd3YnNDM0ZQUTl4anNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6biX8mQM6_mYUkS04bleINyhBkUMRSUnrzup1TY7NEyYiwz9jIiAdxfa7WFA_aem_-vRCevBN9CSIYKD48_3EbQ&h=AT3KQyj_DMvkp1eoH3uyzXEPmBTCwneOWqxGxGhIjkQF-9v1jcy-fqhS0TzeTX_YM0VFOUoU4LNyStJjPeaXawCVOjqK-07TfkzbhWxxYVT0eLV6tCDea6dUpyy3xyDXBEaGpKvOQ9jEUGxmGw7Mrypf90qV3A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3e4e6f4IeJhmV5QiJJIDfwZh0L4Gz2_vEg6TJJKS3qLIkQoJlW3MlkQ9r2EiSbpFvB06j8dbXLjKCTsXFkrTRiytk9m5he1dkcJr5ZY8pgCNfVgXk_GV7RR5uKYKU0xBBOXXS7mjyvvTFYqczrc2DzqpFmYFftpUgCELoIPFNf6oVRMfRQ_Yb0Dfxg5sI


also manages a group of Narrow Passage Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion (DAR) volunteers. Copies of the Bible records are available as a public research  

tool in the DAR Library in Washington, DC, the Library of Virginia, and the Shenan-

doah County Library Truban Archives. 

 

Each year, the SCHS invites the community to nominate individuals who have demon-

strated outstanding efforts related to historic preservation. The selection criteria include 

Shenandoah County history, architecture, material culture (such as textiles, photos and 

tools), and scenic beauty. The preservation awards are also intended to raise awareness 

and inspire greater interest in Shenandoah County’s rich history and heritage. Up to 

three recipients are selected and the awards are presented each year at the SCHS Annual 

Meeting in May. 

 

 
C. Thomas Rhyne, Tracy McMahon, Kathleen Kidd Rivers 

MEMORIES AND TALES 

 
TFAA newsletter welcomes your submission of stories and pictures of our Tipton 

ancestors and cousins. 

 

Submitted by Charles Tipton 

Date on document: July 5,1859 

Place: Roane County Tennessee Court House 

Person on Trial: Thomas J. Tipton-Charles Tipton’s great grandfather  

Reason arrested: Writing obscenities on the court house in Kingston, Tennessee 

Fined: $14.35 including court cost 

 

Thought you might enjoy looking at the jury summons and court records related to this 

charge.  Our Roane County Historian, Robert Bailey, was supportive of my wife Jo’s 



research of T. J. and went upstairs in the courthouse attic to locate these documents for 

her. 

 
Thomas J. Tipton 

  







  



QUERIES 
Your questions about Tipton ancestors are welcome here. Or you may submit queries to 

our resident genealogist Charlotte West Dade at the Tipton Family Research Group on 

Facebook. 

 

Short Bios 
 

TFAA Communications Director Charles Tipton (aka Junior) has lived 

in Roane County, East Tennessee my entire life of seventy-three years.  I 

have been married to my wife Jo for fifty years and we have no children.  I 

retired from Central Auto Parts/Reynolds Racing and Marine seven years 

ago after forty years of service.  My hobbies are woodworking, coin 

collecting, working on the computer, and working in our yard, maintaining 

flower beds and mowing over four acres every seven to ten days in the 

summer months. 

 
_______________________________________________________ 

 

The newsletter of the Tipton Family Association of America is a quarterly online publication that 

encourages submission from members to share results of their research into Tipton family lines, stories 

and pictures of ancestors, news of events that feature Tiptons or Tipton history, and other useful and 

interesting information about Tiptons. 

 

The Tipton Family Association of America makes no claims of accuracy for submissions from 

members and others. 

https://TiptonFamilyAssociationofAmerica.com 

 

 

https://tiptonfamilyassociationofamerica.com/

