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Tipton Family Association of America  

President Comments 
My apology for the newsletter for being so long, but there is so much information to share and I don’t 
like leaving out the great stories we have been receiving. 
Thank each and every one of you who attended or assisted with the 2019 TFAA meeting/reunion. I’m 
truly not sure how to put into words just how much kindness, love, peace and joy OUR family showed. I 
appreciated the kind words, hugs, laughter, reassurance, and the gifts.  Thank you Charles Tipton (jr) for 
the handmade ink pen and Carolyn (Reba) Meiller for the medallion.       
Thank you to John and Jan Tipton for providing the morning coffee and snacks, The Etters and Donna 
Pearce for the music, Reba for the comedy show,. Presenters Charlotte, Tom, and Reba were very 
informative.  
As always Donna and Chandra did an amazing job taking care of registration. 
Thank EVERYONE who made the Friday night spaghetti dinner a great gathering.  
We have an AMAZING family! 2019 event was a great success! 
Members voted to hold 2020 meeting in Woodstock/ Shenandoah Valley Va.  
  
Newsletter Delay 
Due to several issues including the termination of TFAA’s webmaster and her services your fall 
newsletter has been delayed. Thanks to Communications Director Charles Tipton (Jr)  for  taking over 
the website and cleaning up the mess.  He and Kathy Brewster Price have taken over this chore. Charles 
has been working long hours on our website. Thank you both! 
 
 
TFAA Committee 
President -Kathy Hoffmann 
Communications Director- Charles Tipton (aka Junior)  
Co-President-Kathy Brewster Price 
Treasurer- OPEN 
Secretary- OPEN 
EMAIL LIST 

If you are not on our email list and would like to be please send us your request. 

TFAA2019@comcast.net or Peachyrose56@gmail.com  

mailto:TFAA2019@comcast.net
mailto:Peachyrose56@gmail.com
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Memories and tales 

Memories and tales was created so that Tipton decedents could share their childhood memories, stories 
and photos as well as share stories they were told by their grandparents and great grandparents.  
 
 

Information Sharing 
It is understandable for families to protect family stories, research information, letters, Bible entry’s etc. 
With that being said there are many researchers out there that are running into “dead ends” and have 
not been able to prove their linage because pieces are missing. Let’s keep family members from re-
inventing the wheel or help then find their ancestor. You are welcome to email your information to 
TFAA2019@comcast.net or Peachyrose56@gmail.com and we will put it on the website for others to 
enjoy. 
Thank you in advance 

  

mailto:TFAA2019@comcast.net
mailto:Peachyrose56@gmail.com


TFAA Fall 2019 Newsletter 

3 
 

Robert Lincoln Stinnett  
Photos and Stories provided by Robin Darnell    

                                                                                                                                                                                                      
This photo was taken at the funeral of my great-grandmother Mary Linginfelter Stinnett (1868-1899)  
who died from complications from giving birth to the twins pictured on my great-grandfather's lap. The 
twins Maude and Claude later died. My grandfather Robert Lincoln Stinnett, Sr is the second child from 
the left in the photo.  
Mary was the great-great granddaughter of William "Fighting Billy" Tipton. 
 

 
 
Robert Lincoln Stinnett Sr is buried in Shady Grove Cemetery in Louisville Tennessee 
His parents and his other siblings are buried in the Middlesettlements Cemetery in Louisville Tennessee. 

 
Pictured here is my Grandfather's (Robert Lincoln Stinnett, Sr) brother John Stinnett - (great-great-great 
grandson of "Fighting Billy" Tipton). John and a lot of my family worked at the marble quarry in 
Friendsville, Tennessee. My great-grandfather Columbus Patton Stinnett - (Mary Linginfelter's husband) 
was a labor foreman and was crushed to death at the marble quarry. 
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Drawing of Mary Linginfelter Stinnett 
Great-great granddaughter of William "Fighting Billy" Tipton. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

My grandfather Robert Lincoln Stinnett, Sr.- (great-great-great grandson of "Fighting Billy" Tipton)  and 

my grandmother Lula Cox Stinnett - photo taken at a fairground in 1911. They were married in 1912 at 

the ages of 18 and 21 

 
 
 
 

Photos and story provided by Robin Darnell 
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John Butler Tipton Cemetery  
Research and Story provided by Robert Cannon  
 
I first came to this cemetery with my father in the 1970’s before the Great Flood. It was easy to find the 
cemetery then and you could enjoy the ride and talk about family and stories handed down from years 
gone by. After that time, locating the cemetery became a challenge. We searched up and down Hwy 72 
for days trying to locate a path to the cemetery. Each time we came, the landscape was different and 
finding the cemetery nearly impossible. Once found, you risked life and limb entering the cemetery. 
Even more difficult was seeing the condition of the cemetery and the graves. On one trip, we found 
bones which and it couldn’t be determined if they were human or animal. Some of the graves had large 
holes in them and trees were growing everywhere. Many trees had fallen which impeded your progress 
and any attempt at removing the underbrush. The cemetery was being quickly swallowed by the 
surrounding landscape. 
Despite the hardships encountered in getting here, the cemetery was worth the trip. Seeing the location 
of the Morganton Ferry and the site of the Tipton home made me feel part of the past. 
This cemetery is a tribute to the lives of the persons who lived here. Two patriotic, pioneer families 
united to tame this land when it was a wilderness. Both of these families, the Tipton’s and the Wears, 
had contributed to their countries and their communities for many generations. In addition to sharing 
information with you on the history of the cemetery, I want to tell you something about the families of 
John Butler Tipton and Louisiana Wear and how they got to Monroe Co., Tn. 
I will start with the Tipton family. I’m sure all of us are aware of Col. John Tipton’s contributions. I won’t 
spend time here discussing his accomplishments in Virginia and Tennessee. I’ll only say that I’m proud to 
be descended from Col. John and hope that one day he’ll be recognized as the loyal patriot that he was. 
I consider Col. John to be the Abraham Lincoln of North Carolina. He swore to uphold the laws of North 
Carolina west of the mountains and he did this with all of his might. To do otherwise would have been 
treason. I find no evidence that Col. John ever killed an Indian to gain the allegiance of the settlers. 
When I write the next book on Tennessee history, Col. John will be the hero. 
How did the Tipton family get from Johnson City to Monroe Co.? Jonathan Tipton, Col. John’s eighth son 
by Mary Butler Tipton, was born in Shenandoah Co., Va. On June 8, 1776. His mother died within days of 
his birth. Jonathan moved with his father to East Tennessee and grew to maturity in that location. On 
March 3, 1795, he married Lavina Williams, daughter of Edmund and Lucretia Adams Williams. Jonathan 
and Lavina had 13 children before she died in 1836. 
Jonathan served in his brother Jacob’s company of militia in 1791 and was made a colonel of the Light 
Horse regiment in the Carter Co. Militia in 1822. He was elected as a member of the legislature from 
Carter and Washington Counties in 1807 and 1809. In 1810, he moved to Blount Co. and settled at 
Clover Hill. He represented Blount Co. in the state legislature from 1811 to 1821 and represented both 
Blount and Monroe Counties in 1825 and 1826. Jonathan moved to Monroe Co. around 1827 and settled 
at Eve’s Mill. He represented Monroe Co. in the legislature during the years 1827 and 1829. 
Jonathan Tipton died in 1858 and is buried at Steekee Cemetery in Loudon. His tombstone reads: 
Born and reared in the times that try men’s souls 
Jonathan Tipton 
Proved a worthy son of a noble sire, so wise and just was he; 
So true to every trust reposed in him, both public and private that 
When at a ripe old age he was gathered to this father he left to his 
Children and his children’s children a name worthy to be honored and revered to their latest 
generations. 
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 After reading this inscription and knowing the accomplishments and service of Jonathan Tipton, I 
named by son Jonathan in his memory. 
 
Jonathan’s 2nd born child was John Butler Tipton. He was born in Washington Co., Tn. In 1797 and died in 
Monroe Co. in 1873. John Butler married Louisiana Wear, daughter of Capt. Robert Wear and Lucretia 
Thomas Wear. 
John Butler settled in Monroe Co. after it was formed in 1819. He was the first Circuit Court Clerk to 
serve Monroe Co. and he was appointed by the Court in 1820. He served Monroe Co. in that capacity for 
16 years. In addition to his political career, John Butler was a farmer and a surveyor. 
John Butler was Surveyor General of the Ocoee District. At one time, John Butler owned over 18,000 
acres of land in Monroe Co. 
John Butler also was the Monroe Co. representative on the 3 man commission name to form Loudon Co. 
in the early 1870’s. The other representatives were from Blount and Roane counties. 
 
John Butler’s wife, Louisiana Wear was from an equally accomplished family. Robert Wear married 
Rebecca Carrell in Bucks Co., Pa. Just outside Philadelphia. Around 1752, Robert and Rebecca moved to 
Augusta Co., Va. They later moved to East Tn. With their son Samuel and died in Sevier Co. 
Col. Sam Wear, the grandfather of Louisiana Wear began his military life in 1777. He lived near John 
Sevier in Augusta Col., Va. Col. Sam and John Sevier were friends from boyhood and some believe his 
friendship with Sevier influenced the family moving to East Tn. 
Col. Sam married Polly Thompson and together they had 10 children. Col. Sam served in public life for 
half a century. Col. Sam’s record and service to Tennessee is well known. He, like Col. John Tipton, 
signed the original Tennessee constitution in 1796. He was an ardent Indian campaigner and Ramsey’s 
history of Tennessee is full of his achievements. 
Col. Sam was a clerk of the State of Franklin and Col. of its militia. He was a member of the first 
legislative body assembled in Tennessee. He also served for many years as clerk of Sevier Co., Tn. Col. 
Sam participated at the battle of King’s Mtn. and was at the surrender at Yorktown.  
Wear’s Valley in Sevier Co. is named after Col. .Sam Wear. 
 
Robert Wear, son of Col. Sam Wear, was born in 1781. He married Lucretia Thomas who was a 
descendent of Isaac Thomas, famed Indian trader and the man who saved the Watagua settlement. 
Lucretia was also descended from Henry Massengill who was a member of the Watagua settlement. 
Robert Wear, like John Butler Tipton, was a surveyor. He was elected surveyor General of the District of 
French Broad and Holston. The first grants in East were surveyed in 1807 under his supervision. These 
first survey plots bear his signature as does the survey of his father’s property at Wear’s Fort in Sevier 
Co. 
Louisiana Wear was born to Robert Wear in 1803 and died here in 1890. She bore John Butler Tipton 17 
children. 
 
Robert Wear’s plantation is on the other side of the Little Tn. River from this cemetery. Three of the 
Wear children married Tipton’s. The ferry was obviously an adequate method of traversing the river. I 
will tell you from rising 5 children that they won’t let politics won’t stop them if they find somebody they 
care for. This must have been true in the 19th century as well. 
 
John Butler and Louisiana Tipton must have endured many challenges during their years of marriage. 
None could have been more challenging than the Civil War years. 
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During the early 90’s, I began writing a book on the Civil War. The book was about the 5th Tennessee 
Infantry to which John Butler gave 3 sons, Gilbert Harrison, Malcolm and Caswell. During research of this 
book, I uncovered a war claim filed by John Butler describing the family’s experiences during the war. 
Every county in East Tn. was predominantly Union. The exception to this was Monroe Co. The majority 
of people in Monroe Co. sided with the confederacy. Despite the feelings of his neighbors, John Butler 
Tipton was a staunch union supporter. During the early days of the war, Union men recruited loyal 
unionists in Tn. counties. These men would risk their lives and walk to Kentucky to join the Union army. 
John Butler not outfitted his own sons in this effort; he did the same for others as well. He concealed 
men who had been conscripted into the confederate army and hid them until they could leave for 
Kentucky. He fed several families while the husbands and fathers were in the Union army. 
East Tn. was important strategically to the confederacy. The railroad which connected the 
manufacturing centered of Atlanta was connected to Lee’s army in Virginia through East Tn. It was of 
utmost importance to the confederacy to keep control of the area and to keep the railroad running. 
Consequently, they occupied East Tn. very early in the war. 
The confederate army camped on this land owned by the Tipton’s. This land was high ground and 
important in helping control traffic on the Little Tennessee River. In addition, it gave them the ability to 
cross the river at will on the ferry to Morganton. 
John Butler stated in his claim, “the Rebels took much property from me- 950 dozen oats, 1100 bushels 
of corn, 1 bay mare, 1 sorrel horse, 5000 fence rails, 1500 lbs. of beef cattle 250 lbs. of mutton, 3000 lbs. 
of pork. I was often threatened to be hanged was often molested in every conceivable way that a man 
and his family could be. My family as well as myself was often and much abused. My female family was 
abused and had to do much cooking for the Rebels. They were molested day and night all on account of 
my Union sentiments. 
After the battle of Missionary Ridge in Chattanooga, Grant sent Gen. Wm. T. Sherman and Phillip 
Sheridan to Knoxville. This was just after the siege of Knoxville and Grant thought the Union army had 
been beaten by Longstreet’s army. Sherman’s army marched onto the Tipton property on December 3, 
1863. Despite his Union sentiments, the Tipton’s weren’t treated much better by Sherman. They began 
to tear down his fences and buildings to build a pontoon bridge across the river. Sherman’s army tore 
down 24,300 fence rails for fuel, one large warehouse and 2 other warehouses to build the bridge as 
well as 400 cords of timber, 100 bushels of wheat, 150 bushels of corn, 2000 lbs. of havy and 11 barrels 
of flour. 
John Butler died in 1873.   
 
View Bob’s photos at https://www.flickr.com/photos/menscollectibles/albums 

Written and Provided by Robert Cannon 
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The Massengills, Massengales and Variants 

 Shared by Jo Tipton 

A few years ago this article written by Samual Evans Massengales, MD was sent to Jo Tipton who in turn 

wanted to share the story and research with everyone. Thank you for sharing your information and 

research.  

View the file in its entirety under the tab named Massengales/Massengales 

 

Gallery  

Please visit the gallery as we have added many photos. 

Tipton England Artwork 

 
November 2019 Robert G. Tipton presented the directors of Tipton-Haynes place with prints given to 
him by UK artist Graham Colbourne of Tipton England.  Robert was kind enough to allow us to photo 
each print and share them in TFAA website gallery. Please take a look 
 

 
 

Additional photos are in the TFAA website’s gallery 
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BOROUGH of TIPTON 

 

November 2019 Robert G. Tipton presented to the Tipton –Haynes place a “Borough of Tipton” Eng. 

Chapter Souvenir 1938 booklet that is full of great information about Tipton Eng. Robert G. Tipton 

allowed us to photograph the booklet and share them in TFAA website gallery. Please take a look in the 

gallery under BOROUGH of TIPTON. 

 

 
Photos from the 2019 annual meeting/reunion have been added to the gallery.  

 

 

If you have a story that you would like to share please email to tfaa2019@comcast.net or 

peachyrose56@gmail.com  

 

 

mailto:tfaa2019@comcast.net
mailto:peachyrose56@gmail.com

